Peoples Movements Assembly

During the 1st United States Social Forum, the PEOPLES MOVEMENT ASSEMBLY will be held.    The purpose of the US Peoples Movement Assembly is to organize a ‘coming together’  and close the gap on the separation by issue, region or race, gender and age.  The ‘convergence or integration’ of all of the movements, networks, alliances and organizations is to articulate to the degree possible, ‘WHAT WE WANT, WHAT WE ARE FOR & NEXT STEPS?’  

Because the US Social Forum as an ‘open space’ does not take positions or actions it is important to hold the PEOPLES MOVEMENT ASSEMBLY (PMA) as an organic means of connecting the first US Social Forum and the proposed second USSF in 2010.

The opening of the PEOPLES MOVEMENT ASSEMBLY will take place on Thursday June 28; a panel presentation ‘movement building’, the ‘organizing USSF organizing process and provide space for regional, thematic or affinity group assemblies on Saturday morning June 30.  An open space wall mural will be available to secure needed space for additional assemblies taking place. The main part of the PMA will continue through Sunday, July 1 with a plenary on ‘New Paradigms of Change’ in the US, resolutions, declarations and a calendar of action for the Action Plan 2010 (action items between USSF I and USSF II in 2010). 

Please join us for this important process:

Call for resolutions/declarations

All organizations registered and participating in the US Social Forum are invited to submit written resolutions, declarations and days of action for the Action Plan 2010 in a form established for this purpose on the website and included here.  

Deadline time limit: June 30 (Saturday) 7 PM

Send resolutions and declaratios to:  

PMA@ussf2007.org  c/o (Ruben Solis)

Note: A working group is needed to collect, organize, categorize and summarize the resolutions that come in to the PMA and that are turned in during the USSF in Atlanta.  This working group will be organized to continue to work on organizing the final report of the resolutions and declarations of the PMA.  The final report will come out post-USSF.

Poeples Movement Assembly-Process:
The holistic and organic approach to the Peoples Movement Assembly (PMA) developed by the National Planning Committee and the working group on ‘daily openings’ and the working group on ‘closing and PMA’ gave guidance and input to the development of this new approach.

The purpose of the PMA is to collectively look at what is the ‘new paradigm’ of social change in the United States.  The new paradigm for change begins to identify clearly what we want in social change in the next 10 to 20 years.  This of course, assumes that as a whole the USSF participants are going to come out changed or different than when they first went into the USSF.  

The six thematic areas are; 

1. Katrina, survivors (IDP) and right to return & rebuild

2. US Imperialism, War Militarism, & Prisons

3. Gender and Sexual Liberation and intersection in all movements

4. Workers in a globalized economy

5. Migrant & Immigrant rights

6. Indigenous Voices: from the heart of Mother Earth

The Peoples Movement Assembly will be a ‘rolling process’ throughout the USSF.  The PMA opens up on Thursday June 28th with the 9:10 AM Panel on ‘Movement building & the Importance of how the USSF was organized?’
The PMA continues on June 29th, Friday, another panel of the PMA to explore the new paradigm looking at ‘Visions of Another World, and Another United States’.  An overview of the Peoples Movement Assembly will also take place on that Thursday, June 29th.
On June 30th, Saturday, the Peoples Movement Assembly will hold ‘break-out’ sessions to meet in 10 different spaces; eight (8) regional assemblies + an assembly of peoples affected by 1898; and finally an assembly of Indigenous Peoples & Nations.  These assemblies can be self-organized at any time during the USSF including the Saturday main ‘break-out’ sessions.  Assemblies can be held around affinity groups, caucuses, etc.

Note: Each assembly (assemblies) will meet to deliberate on Action Plan 2010.  Each assembly will identify one facilitator and one person to report back a summary (if agreement was reached) of the results of the assembly (break out session) to the PMA plenary.  The focus of the report back is agreed action items for the Action Plan 2010.

July 1, Sunday will include the PMA plenary on ‘New Paradigms of Social Change in the US’. 

Schedule of Peoples Movement Assembly

Wednesday: June 27

2.00 PM

USSF-Peoples Opening March




NPC member mentions PMA 




Allison BudSchalow
Thursday: June 28

*9.10 – 9.50
Movement building & the Importance of how the USSF was organized?


Heather Milton-Lightening, Cindy Wiesner, Fred Azcarate & Jerome Scott

Friday: June 29

*9.15 – 9.35
Visions of Another World, and Another United States


Ron Chisom, Joo-Hyun Kang, Marisa Franco & Michael León-Guerrero

9.35 – 9.50
Overview of the People’s Movements Assembly Process


Kristi Kitchum & Maria Poblet

Saturday: June 30

8.30 – 10:15 
Instructions/Direct Participants to Appropriate Break-Out Small Groups


Break-Outs pre-assigned in program: Eight (8) Regional Groupings + 1898 (Puerto Rico, Guam, Hawaii, etc) + Indigenous (Nations) Peoples


Other Thematic or Affinity Groups meet: Schedule on Open Space Mural

7 pm 
Deadline to submit resolutions and declarations

Sunday: July 1

9.00 – 9.30
Music

9.30 – 9.45
Welcome & Overview of the People’s Movements Assembly


Emery Wright & Teresa Almaguer

9.45 – 11.00
New Paradigms of Organizing/change in the United States


Robert “Robby’ Rodriguez, Tom Goldtooth, & Tammy Bang Luu, , Liliana Cotto, Ashaki Binta, Rickke Manazala, 


Moderator: (Ruben Solis)

11.00 – 12:30
Presentation of the Resolutions/Declarations


George Friday & Ricardo Martinez-Moderator


Break out report-back per area (8 Regions + 1898 + Indigenous peoples) and per assembly by designated people

12.30- 1pm 
Closing of the People’s Movements Assembly


Alice Lovelace & Stephanie G
1- 2 PM 
Closing Ceremony (overall)

*overlaps with daily openings

A.  Resolutions

Resolutions are defined for purposes of the Peoples Movement Assembly as written positions for or against a particular struggle or issue.  The form is attached for resolutions and they should be send to: pma@ussf2007.org
Example 1: 

Southwest Workers Union resolves to oppose the ‘Border Wall of Death’ as constructed now, and the planned extension all along the US-Mexico border.  We further resolve to kick off a continental campaign to ‘Tear down the Wall’.  We ask all of the organizations, networks and movements at the PMA to sign on to the campaign.

Example 2: 

Gulf Coast organizations, networks and movements resolve to hold a 2nd Peoples Survivors’ Assembly in New Orleans and a Peoples’ International Tribunal for the crimes committed against the people who survived the Katrina and Rita hurricanes.  We resolve that the PMA movements, networks and organizations will ALL mobilize to be in New Orleans or organize solidarity actions in support.

· Resolutions will be turned in writing and preferably before the USSF but will be received until 7 PM of June 30th (Saturday)

· All resolutions will be organized collated and summarized for the final report of the PMA coming out post-US Social Forum 2007, highlighting but not exclusive to the six (6) thematic areas set by the USSF.

B.  Declarations

Declarations are defined for purposes of the Peoples Movement Assembly to be ‘over-arching’ movement connections that provide movement direction and unity in the new paradigm of social change or can actually help define ‘fundamental’ social change concretely.

Example 1:

We declare as recognizes the intrinsic unity between Indigenous Peoples and Nations and African people brought to the US as slaves to reparations.  We declare the unity of both movements as one and will collectively support, organize and mobilize for the reparations due to each one.

Example 2:

We declare that the south and the southwest are both treated as ‘internal colonies’ by the United States, and we declare that both regions will unite to create unity and create bridges between the peoples movements particularly in the Black (African American) and Latino (Mexican) communities to have more power and bring about fundamental changes in both regions.

· Declarations will be turned in writing and preferably before the USSF,  but will be received until 7 PM of June 30th (Saturday)

· Declarations should spell out ‘What we want, what we are for, and what are strategic next steps?  And provide a movement direction in making fundamental changes in the US.

· All declarations will be organized collated and summarized for the report of the PMA coming out of the US Social Forum 2007.

C.  Action Calendar 2010

· Each break-out assembly on Saturday, June 30 will come out with proposed days of action or action items for a composite calendar called Action Plan 2010.  The time line for the ‘days of action’ start with 2007 post-USSF and goes until the spring 2010 when the next USSF is planned.

· Particular attention by the assemblies should be focused on the action days in sync with the World Social Forum proposed ‘week of action’ in January 2008.

· Each assembly will report back to the PMA plenary the dates and actions adopted for the ‘Action Plan 2010’.

The final report of the Peoples Movement Assembly will include resolutions and declarations and action plan 2010 will be produced post-USSF with a window period for edits and changes.

PEOPLES MOVEMENT ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION FORM

FORMULARIO PARA RESOLUCIONES A LA ASAMBLEA DE LOS MOVIMIENTOS POPULARES

	Nombre

Name:
	

	Nombre organización:

Organization
	

	Teléfono: 

Telephone
	(     )
	
	
	-
	
	Correo electrónico:

E mail
	

	City/Cd. & State-estado
	

	Título   actividad:

Title:
	


Instructions/Instrucciones:  please mark appropriate theme/marquar tema apropiado

	Eje Temáticos/Thematic areas sif it apllies

	□
	Katrina Right to return

Derecho a Regresar
	□
	Migrant/immigrant Rights

	□
	Imperialismo, Militarismo, Guerra  y Prisiones
US Imperialism, Militarism, War & prisons
	□
	Indigenous Sovereignity

	□
	Gender & Sexual Liberation

Liberación Genero & Sexo
	□
	Workers in a global economy

Trabajo en la econmia global

	□
	Other/otro


	□
	


	Cambio que se propone a propuesta:

	□
	Añadir   a propuesta    
	□
	Modificar propuesta
	□
	Eliminar propuesta

	¿Qué propone/resolution :



	¿Quién lo hará/who will do it?



	¿Cómo y cuando lo hará/how and when?




	Nombre o firma del proponente:

Signature
	
	
	Fecha:/Date:
	


