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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520
JUL 26 2007

Dear Senator Feingold:

Thank you for your June 14 letter to President Bush expressing your
desire to see the appointment of a U.S. Special Envoy to northern Uganda. We
have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. We share your concern
regarding the situation in northern Uganda and have carefully considered this
option.

The current mediation process in Juba is a credible, African-led initiative
that has made progress in addressing Uganda’s brutal, 20-year conflict. The key
mediators—Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS) Vice President Riak
Machar and Special Envoy of the UN Secretary General, former Mozambican
President Joachim Chissano—are deeply engaged in the process, and have
recently added observers from other African countries and the United States to
the Juba talks. Over the past year, thousands of internally displaced persons
(IDPs) have been able to leave the camps in northern Uganda, commerce and
development have begun to resume and vital commercial corridors in southern

Sudan and northern Uganda have reopened. Conditions, in short, have been
improving.

Though President Chissano and other Ugandan leaders and northern
Ugandans in regional government and civil society have quietly discouraged the
United States from playing a more visible role as the current mediation
proceeds, we believe the U.S. must continue to be active in seeking solutions to
the situation in Uganda. Therefore the Department is appointing a Senior
Advisor on Conflict in Africa, who will, as an immediate priority, primarily
focus on the conflict in northern Uganda. We plan to place Timothy Shortley,

currently with the NSC’s Africa Office, into that position. We look forward to
introducing him to you.

The Honorable
Russell D. Feingold,
United States Senate.






